The Surgeon General's National Action Agenda on Children's Mental Health.
The Surgeon General's National Action Agenda highlighted key issues that challenge the public health system in appropriately meeting the mental health needs of children and their families. Among these issues included the need for screening and early identification, improving access to appropriate mental health care, strengthening the infrastructure, and expanding training for providers. Two key gate-keeping systems identified as critical in this reform of mental health care for children and their families are education and primary care. This paper focuses on these two systems to illustrate problems related to these issues. Central to the Surgeon General's call for reform is also the pressing public health responsibility to improve and use the science base by strengthening the connection between what we know from the scientific evidence base and what we do in practice. The implications of this reform for specialty mental health are discussed.